
© INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL FOR RESEARCH PUBLICATION & SEMINAR 

ISSN: 2278-6848   |   Volume:  05  Issue: 01    |   March  2014 

Paper is available at   www.jrps.in   |    Email : info@jrps.in 
 

112 
 

MASS MEDIA AND LEGAL CONTROL  

* Dr.J.Thulasiraman B.Sc.,M.L.,Phd, Head Law Wing, 
Dirctrate of Distance Education, Annamalai University 

INTRODUCTION:
 

 

There are numerous laws that control the presentation of 

media in India. Laws identified with the broad communications 

have been there since the earliest reference point. In the season of 

the British Raj, numerous laws identified with the Press were 

established. In the post-Independence time, the different 

Governments have ordered a lot more media related laws. A portion of these media related 

laws are:  

First Press Regulations, Gagging Act, Indian Press Act, Constitutional Provisions in regards 

to Press Freedom, Official Secrets Act, Press Council of India Act.  

A portion of these laws are straightforwardly identified with broad communications. A 

portion of these are just by implication identified with the broad communications. The 

majority of these laws are as yet pervasive. Be that as it may, a couple of these laws have 

been abrogated. A few laws have been changed to suit the evolving times. We will examine 

about the greater part of these laws in this exercise.  

Media of mass correspondence are significant piece of the cutting edge society. They are 

additionally extremely ground-breaking frameworks that impact the general public. At a 

specific dimension media impacts the present and can likewise impact the fate of the 

general public. Broad communications have the ability to make or unmake governments.  

So plainly broad communications are very amazing. In any case, the activity of 

intensity by the media gets managed and constrained by the different laws and principles 

instituted every once in a while.  

THE ELECTRONIC MASS MEDIA  

The electronic media can be extensively characterized into broadcasting and media 

transmission. Fundamentally the media transmission or telephones is narrowcasting. The 

telecom is a sort of the broad communications. Aside from the radio and Television ongoing 
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expansion to it is the webcasting and podcasting. Radio is again separated to the SW, MW, 

FM, HAM and satellite radio.  

The TV is separated to the earthly, simple, link, computerized, addressable and so 

on. It might be either State claimed or the private channels. The enactments by the State 

claimed electronic media like Akashvani or Doordarsan is the departmental Code and 

Prasarbharathi Act, the Telecom Authority of India (TRAI) Act and Rule. On the private 

media are the Cable Television Act and Rules and Telecom Authority of India (TRAI) Act 

and Rule. The basic guidelines appropriate to both the gatherings are that of the laws 

relating telecommunication. In any case, when the laws on telecommunication are made 

the term electronic media was not conceived. Subsequently new law is to be made.  

PC AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA  

In the past the protected innovation was the premise of laws on PC. From the PC 

based media laws electronic media law began. Truth be told the word digital law is 

identified with the media through the PCs. The digital law might be, polite law, criminal 

law, law related system or imposing business model. The media is utilized for the business 

exercises utilizing the PC. As it were the web based business occurring in the electronic 

media is utilized. The web is utilizing with the end goal of electronic media and the 

computerized media contrasting with simple media. The Information Technology Act 

assumes a critical job in electronic media like digital offenses, digital locale, digital 

discipline and digital notice.  

This influences the Internet Protocol Television (IPTV). After the presentation of the 

advanced TV the TV might be seen from PC to phones and everything may go in close 

vicinity to digital laws and in this manner Information Technology Act. The proposed 

Convergence Bill is to cancel all the current transmit laws, data innovation laws and media 

laws covering both the telecom and the telecom laws. The hypothesis of renvoi and 

electronic media identifies with the decision of the gathering. Perpetually the influenced 

individual's nationality or house is the deciding element of the law of the gathering. 

Assume the propagator of the electronic media is living in an alternate nation. ADR 
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(Alternative Dispute Resolution) and ODR (Online Dispute Resolution) are the sorts of 

solutions for be connected in the electronic media other than the prosecution.  

The ADR might be arranged into classes like exchange, intervention, discretion, 

appeasement, Lok Adalaths and ombudsman. A portion of the focal points for the ADR are 

appropriateness; adaptability, lower expenses, and sturdiness of understandings secrecy 

the safeguarding of connections and the protection of reputations.ODR (Online Dispute 

Resolution) and the electronic media are not in India. It has begun from the Information 

and Communication Technology (ICT). ODR was conceived from ADR and ICT, as a strategy 

for settling debates that were emerging on the web, and for which conventional methods 

for contest goals were wasteful or inaccessible. Different laws in UNCITRAL model laws 

identifies with the business exercises in the electronic media in all the part nations 

including India. A perception that the electronic media laws are to be redrawn in 

consonance with the digital laws and the UNCITRAL model laws.  

STATE CONTROL OVER THE MEDIA  

The Supreme Court Order caused surrounding of the new laws on communicating. 

Quite a long while took separate laws on the media. The premise of the law is the seventh 

timetable and the old transmit laws. The proposed guidelines in the media governments 

were free BRAI (Broadcasting Authority of India).The Bill of first BRAI (Broadcasting 

Authority of India) kicked the bucket in youthful.  

The second exertion on BRAI was through Broadcasting Services Regulation Bill, 

2007. That likewise did not perceive any light. At that point the 'controller' like the IBF 

(Indian Broadcasting Foundation), the EMMC (Electronic Media Monitoring Center) of the 

State, and self guideline by the (NBA), the News Broadcasting Standards Disputes Redressal 

Authority, and the notice standard gathering of India (ASCI), came to presence. EMMC was 

a state office with no capacity to make guidelines. In the then TRAI accompanied the 

addressable framework and digitalisation.  

SENSIBLE RESTRICTIONS ON MEDIA:  

It is abnormal, one of a kind and dumbfounding that what is given as a privilege by 

our Constitution from one viewpoint is removed by some sub-condition in a similar 
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circumstance. Mr. M. C. Chagla has given a general answer to this mystery, which might be 

placed in the accompanying ways:  

It has been said that our Constitution gives major rights with one hand, and with other 

hand removes them. It is likewise said that, our Constitution encircles the given rights by 

numerable special cases and arrangements. This is an extremely wrong analysis.  

 

Article 19 of our Constitution manages the privilege to opportunity and it lists certain 

rights in regards to singular the right to speak freely and articulation and so on. These 

arrangements are significant and imperative, which lie at the very base of freedom.  

The facts confirm that in the sub-statements that pursue, certain impediments are 

put upon these opportunities as to the right to speak freely and articulation. What's more, 

there are numerous laws that identify with criticism, criticize, maligning, disdain of court, 

or any issue which irritates against fairness or ethical quality or which undermines the 

security of, or will in general oust the State.  

It very well may be seen that these confinements are identified with the target 

principles set somewhere near the Constitution. Thus, the council is given the privilege to 

force sensible confinements in light of a legitimate concern for open request on the 

privilege to amass serenely and without arms. Regardless of whether a confinement is 

sensible or not will be not left to the assurance of the lawmaking body, and of the official. 

Be that as it may, it is again a goal thought, which must be dictated by the Court of law. Just 

such a limitation would be sensible as the Court might suspect as sensible. It is clear in this 

manner that the Constitution has not left the laws to the leniency of the gathering in power 

or to the impulses of the official. Nobody is permitted to confine, control or impede our key 

rights by evolving, changing, or presenting new laws that effectively. Any impediment of a 

basic right needs to under the steady gaze of a Court of law.  

Councils, to be sure, have been enabled to force sensible confinements on the right 

to speak freely and articulations on the accompanying grounds:  

 Integrity of India,  

 Security of the State,  
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 Friendly Relations with neighboring Countries,  

 Public request,  

 Decency or profound quality,  

 Contempt of Court and Contempt of Legislature,  

 Defamation, and  

 Incitement to an offense.  

conclusion 

The work finishes up with a finding that the powerful cure is confining a code 

identifying with the electronic media. The Code will be to detail a free body like Bar Council 

of India and Medical Council of India. As Justice Markandeya Kadju has called attention to 

the media will be given opportunity in the meantime the state ought to have control. The 

fundamental guideline of wrongs and violations are the equivalent. The laws manage that. 

In any case, the innovation may change. The law must keep pace with the innovation. 
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